TEMPLATE LETTER TO YOUR MLA/MP

Name MLA






Your name and address

Constituency Office Address
Your postcode – important so your MP identifies you as a local constituent, especially if you contact by email
SANDS “WHY17?” CAMPAIGN IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Strategy for prevention: saving babies’ lives

Dear

I am writing to you as a local constituent and as a representative of the national charity Sands, the stillbirth and neonatal death charity, which has a local group in [insert area].

[insert paragraph outlining your personal experience, and also any personal issues you may want addressing – although you will undoubtedly have a lot you could write, try to keep it brief for this letter ]
Every week in Northern Ireland more than two babies are stillborn 

and almost as many die shortly after birth. 

In the same period around 35 babies will be admitted to neonatal care in Northern Ireland. 

Of these babies, around nine will require life saving intensive care. 

The support families receive at these times is critical. 
In the UK as a whole, every day an average of ten babies are stillborn. Seven more die shortly after their birth. That’s 17 babies every day. Sands believes that many of these deaths are potentially avoidable. The charity is committed to reducing this loss of babies’ lives and has an important new strategy, which is being launched through our Why17? campaign. 

I would like to arrange a time when I could discuss the issues and the objectives of the Why17? campaign with you in more detail, either by telephone or in your local office. [If you purely want to encourage them to attend the event, skip to the next paragraph but stress how much it will mean to you if they do attend]
[If you know that your MLA/MP has a specific interest in maternity issues, you could also flag this up here]
I also wanted to ensure that you had received the invitation to our briefing Every Baby Matters, which Sands is holding in association with Bliss and TinyLife, calling for the prevention of stillbirth and neonatal death and world class support for premature and sick babies and their families. The reception will be held at Stormont on Tuesday 23rd March 2010, from 5pm to 7pm in The Long Gallery. 

Bliss, Sands and TinyLife have more than 80 years combined experience supporting families whose babies are born premature or sick, or who have died. We have worked collaboratively with researchers, health professionals, families, and policy makers to improve services for special care babies, advance strategies for the prevention of stillbirth and neonatal death, and ensure better family support and bereavement care. 

[Insert details here if you would like/are able to attend the event – eg: I am going to be attending this event and would very much welcome your support and the opportunity to meet with you in person then]
Everybody accepts that the death of a baby is a devastating experience, but the stillbirth or early death of a baby is no less a death than the death of any other child.  With better care and targeted research many of these deaths could potentially be avoided. We need action now to save these babies’ lives. 

As my elected representative, I hope that you support the Why17? campaign and help get Sands’ voice heard in the Northern Ireland Assembly.

I will contact you within the next week and hope to meet with you soon,
Yours sincerely 

[Your name]



























